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Malik) in the battle famous among the Andalusians
by the name of Al-Balat; the Franks overwhelmed
him and surrounded the Muslims, thus none of them
escaped* According to Ibn Hayan the Azan (call
to prayer) is still heard there," He also quotes Ibn
Hayan: " Abdul Rahman entered Andalusia on
being made governor for the second time by Ibn al-
Habhab in Safar, 113 A.H. He invaded the Franks
with whom he fought several battles till he was killed
and his army defeated in Ramadan, 114, at a spot
named Balat al-Shuhada. According to Ibn Bashkwal
this invasion is known as the invasion of Al-Balat."30
These short passages and references, which almost
agree in word and sense, are all that the Muslim
chronicle delivered to us on this subject, although its
reticence points, as we have said, to a sense of tremen-
dous gravity and far-reaching effects of the event*
While the silence of the Muslim chronicle is dictated
by the greatness of the calamity which befell Muslims
in the plains of Tours, the Christian chronicle, on the
contrary, gives lengthy details of the battle and extols
the victory of Christendom and its deliverance from the
Islamic danger and glorifies the heroism of Karl Martel
to the zenith. The Christian version, mostly written
by contemporary prelates, absurdly exaggerates this
calamity of the Muslims, and alleges that not less than
375,000 Muslims fell in this battle, whereas not more
than 1500 Christians were killed. This version is
based on a letter which Duke Eudo wrote to Pope
Gregory II on the events of the battle, attributing the
victory to himself, which the contemporary and later
Christian historians copied as if it were a fact which
could be believed. This is, however, nothing but a
mere legend, for the whole of the Muslim army which
entered France did not exceed 100,000 according to
the best estimates/1 Moreover, the Muslim army was
not defeated and crushed in Tours, in the sense of a
crushing defeat, but retired of its own accord after